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KEYNOTE SUMMARY 
The Curious Classroom: Try and think about the last thing that you desperately wanted to know. The plot 
of House of the Dragon season finale? The record for the most points scored in an NBA game? Why does 
durian fruit smell the way it does? Whatever nugget of information you’re itching to know, the driving, 
exploratory force—curiosity—is a capricious, complex factor. But understanding it and knowing how to 
harness it can change lives; those of students, teachers, and ourselves. This talk offers an introduction to 
what curiosity is, how to foster it, and what kills it (and the cat!) Make sure you have coffee beforehand—
it’s interactive!  
Outside the Inbox: Recess is seen as a break from learning. But nothing could be further from the truth. 
In fact, getting students outdoors, engaged in unstructured environments that push them to work 
collaboratively, think analytically, and act intuitively is the most impactful educational experience 
educators can provide. We all turn to technology to solve problems but know intuitively that it also causes 
them. The antidote? Fresh air and purposeful chaos. This conversation invites attendees to get up, get 
moving, and learn why embodied, outdoor activities can be the most substantial part of a student’s day. 
After all, if nothing else, getting kids (and ourselves) outdoors saves us from another PowerPoint! 

Bio 
Erik has worked in education for almost two decades. Originally, he was an outdoor educator and 
wilderness guide, leading trips for Outward Bound and schools all over the US - the Everglades, the High 
Sierra, Mexico, Death Valley, Joshua Tree National Park and the San Juan Islands. 

Erik's work in local Vermont journalism led him to study writing, and now his greatest joy is working with 
students at Champlain College to tell their own stories. 

He is the author of Wild Curiosity,The Wisdom of the Body: What Embodied Cognition Can Teach Us About 
Learning, Human Development, and Ourselves (2020), The Indoor Epidemic (2017), and “How Can Teachers 
Foster Curiosity?” (2014, Education Week). Erik has been featured in the article "Why You Should Reignite 
Curiosity At Work, And How To Do It." Forbes Magazine Jan 2016. 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781475815283/Wild-Curiosity-How-to-Unleash-Creativity-and-Encourage-Lifelong-Wondering
http://www.forbes.com/sites/adigaskell/2016/01/21/re-igniting-curiosity-at-work/#63eabda6614a
http://www.forbes.com/sites/adigaskell/2016/01/21/re-igniting-curiosity-at-work/#63eabda6614a
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